
December 21, 2020 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Truth in Taxation Meeting 

Chairman Hall called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Pat Pfund of the Norman County Index, and Dean Johnson of the Fertile area were also in 
attendance.   

Chairman Hall noted the following steps that lead up to the Truth in Taxation Meeting – 1) Board sets a 
preliminary tax levy, 2) County Auditor/Treasurer prepares and sends out parcel specific notices, 3) Public 
Hearing which is the Truth in Taxation Meeting.  

Dean Johnson brought concerns forward on parcel 19-7558000 saying it showed a 60.3% increase on his 
proposed tax statement, and he wondered if we could tell him why.  Auditor/Treasurer Hanson brought his 
property parcel up on the computer, while asking Mr. Johnson if he had more than the one parcel in Norman 
County, which he stated he did, and also inquired as to whether he had additional land in neighboring Polk 
County, which Mr. Johnson stated that yes, he did.  A/T Hanson looked at the tax capacity for the property in 
2021 and then also looked at the tax capacity for the property in 2020 and noted that the 2020 TC was 962 
and the TC for 2021 is 1552, noting that the tax capacity in 2020 was 962 which is a little over half of the 
Taxable Market Value of 187,100 which indicates that he must have crossed over the first-tier valuation limit 
of $1,900,000 for the 2020 tax year.  With the TC for 2021 being 1552, it indicates that 320 was at the .5% 
which would be within the first tier, and then the remainder of the 1232 was at the 1% having crossed over 
the first-tier limit, which then increases the taxes considerably.   A/T Hanson also noted to Mr. Johnson that 
the counties would communicate the cross-county values, so that the landowner would only receive the 
benefit of the first-tier reduction on the total land owned and not in each county, as well as only receiving 
the Ag Homestead Credit of $490 in one county.  Mr. Johnson seemed satisfied with the explanation of the 
increase in his taxes and said he had learned a lot about taxes at tonight’s meeting.    

At 7:00 p.m. there being no more questions and concerns from those present, Chairman Hall adjourned the 
meeting.   

 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 

LeeAnn Hall, Chairman of the Board    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 

 

December 21, 2020 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Special Budget Meeting 

Chairman Hall called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Court Room with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All 
commissioners were present as well as Pat Pfund, Norman County Index, David Stene, CFO and Galen 
Cariveau, Human Resources.   

Galen Cariveau, Human Resources, addressed the board stating that the Salary Committee had met on 
December 17th with Jill Murray, County Assessor, and Donna Hanson, County Auditor/Treasurer and would 



like to recommend the County Assessor salary for 2021 be set at an annual amount of $73,249 and the 2021 
County Auditor/Treasurer salary be set at an annual amount of $82,000.  Mr. Cariveau noted that the salaries 
for these two positions have been seemingly low in Norman County and this would help to bring these two 
positions closer to an average.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to adopt CR 12-21-2020-1 a 
Resolution to Establish 2021 Salaries for the Assessor and Auditor/Treasurer.  Commissioner Redland 
seconded the motion and on roll call vote, there were five yeas and 0 nays.  Resolution was adopted 
unanimously and a copy is on file in the A/T Office.   

David Stene, CFO, then presented the board with a final copy of the budget he had prepared with a 2.916% 
levy, for a total levy of $6,556,117, with Revenues of $18,653,155 and Expenditures of $18,286,410 with a 
Net Revenue of $366,745.   Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt this budget as the 2021 
budget.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   

The last item on the agenda was a proposed resolution to transfer funds from the Revenue Fund to the Solid 
Waste Fund to avoid a year end deficit and hopefully be able to maintain a positive balance with the 
increased levy activity for 2021 as well as increase in solid waste fees passed at an earlier board meeting.  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 12-21-2020-2 a Resolution to Transfer $30,000 from the 
Revenue Fund to the Solid Waste Fund.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote 
the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

At 7:40 p.m. Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting. 

 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 

LeeAnn Hall, Chairman of the Board    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 

 


